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On the part of the City of Oakland, my friend and yours, the mayor 
of the City of Oakland, Clifford R. Rishell. 


[Applause] 


Thank you, Sy. It gives me great pleasure to bring you here this 
evening a welcome from the City of Oakland. 


[Break in audio] 


As you know that senate — I mean, Jimmy Hoffa could not be here 
in person this evening, it's going to give me a great pleasure, 
though, to introduce my friend, my personal friend that I have 
known for many of years and one of the most outstanding labor 
leaders in this country today irregardless of the malarkey in the 
newspapers. It does me a pleasure, and indeed a pleasure at this 
time, to introduce to you by phone the international president of 
the International Brotherhood, James R. Hoffa. The auditorium is 
packed, Jimmy, so listen to them and go to it, boy. 


[Applause] 


Jimmy, you're on. 


[Applause] 
Okay, Jim. 


President Sy Spalding, officers and members of Local Union 70. 
President Harry Bridges, international officers and members of the 
Longshoreman's Union. Invited guests. Honorable mayor. First of 
all, I want to apologize for not being tonight at your meeting but 
unfortunately, as President Spalding stated, the honorable senator 
from Arkansas deliberately delayed and frustrated any attempt of 
the international president to be there tonight to explain what is 
happening in American unions today. The question of monitorship, 
the question of the Secretary of Labor having authority to 
supersede the voting of members, to be able to set aside elections, 
be able to destroy economy of local unions. The instance of the 
McClellan committee is only one where we find today 
investigators each and every day interfering in the affairs of local 
unions, international unions for not the purpose as stated by the 
Senate of the United States to support and aid the membership of 
organized labor but rather to destroy the effectiveness of unity of 
organized labor, be able to destroy the right of union to be able to 
respect the picket line of another, be able to use the economic 
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effort that has made labor today the institution that it is where we 
have been able to have the greatest wages, hours, and conditions 
ever negotiated in the history of labor unions in this world in the 
United States today. Where we find the efforts of all of those who 
are anti-labor, those who have through the years tried to destroy 
organized labor, whether it be the CIO, whether it be the AF of L, 
now that they're amalgamated, destroy jointly piece by piece the 
American /inaudible due to feedback]. 


We find day by day the practice of employers going about and 
seeking those who would have authority in power to be able to 
[inaudible due to feedback] injunctions against organized labor has 
brought about in my experience for the first time, in 30 years of 
being a representative of organized labor, where I am now 
negotiating in the city of Chicago a contract covering all of the 
road drivers, city cartage drivers, and dock workers in 25 states, 
196,000 men and their families, to be able to negotiate an 
agreement, and for the first time we find what? At the bargaining 
table we find that we are confronted with representatives of 
management who previously represented the FBI, where we find 
that the two chief negotiators — yes, we find an independent 
negotiator — each one a past representative of the FBI. We question 
and wonder whether or not this is the free labor union that they 
would have the world believe, who will have a right supposedly to 
strike, who will have a right to organize and negotiate collective 
bargaining contracts. As to whether or not now we find after the 
long, weary years of organizing the almighty effort of the workers 
on the picket lines, the men who have gone day after day hungry, 
men who have lost their lives, men who have been forced to walk 
the streets, to find out that we still have the right — supposedly — to 
organize collectively and negotiate contracts and strike. 


And yet we find, as Vice President Gibbons will tell you tonight, 
that title seven of the Kennedy-Landrum-Griffin bill has made 
strikebreakers out of the American unions. One union breaking the 
strike of another, until eventually they destroy the entire economic 
strength of organized labor. This is the desire and aspiration to 
those who have fought organized labor from the very beginning of 
organized labor. 


And so, I say to you, my friends, whether it be the longshoremen, 
whether it be the Teamsters Union, or whether it be the smallest 
independent union in this country, we are in for a long hard road 
because we have forgotten and failed to recognize the souls who 
fought us in the '30s are the same individuals who cast the laws in 
'59, the same individuals who would have you believe that until we 
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have 10 million employed individuals in America there is nothing 
wrong with having 4.5 million unemployed. This is the danger, the 
danger of failing to recognize that what we have today we gained 
by blood, sweat, and toil on the picket line. And to find that now 
by a signature, by a voting of a handful of willful men they are 
destroying all of the life that is has been placed into this labor 
movement by those who are gone, those who made it possible for 
the ones who are here tonight. 


And so, I would urge you, my friends, to look forward, to realize 
this coming year, 1961, we are in for the fight of our lives because 
the employer is taking advantage of every unemployed worker, 
who argue to demand that we retract, we reduce, we give up what 
we gained on the picket lines. But I say to you as the president of 
the Teamsters International Union, 1,700,000 members, we do not 
intend to go backwards. While we will reserve the right to strike 
we will fight across the collective bargaining table with everything 
we have to avoid such a strike. But if ultimately good faith 
bargaining fails, if ultimately the employer fails to recognize that 
we are entitled to a decent standard of living, an ever-increasing 
standard of living, then we will take the final step, not as they 
would have us do individually but rather we will fight collectively 
state by state, area by area. When an employer operating in San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, Oakland, Portland, having an operation in 
Chicago in the East, believing that he will separate and divide, he 
will find that we will not work, whether it be in Boston, whether it 
ne in New York, whether it be in Chicago, until the contract is 
signed across the nation. We will not cross picket lines and destroy 
the unions that we know today are our friends, and in destroying 
them tomorrow make enemies out of those who would support us. 


And so, I urge Harry, I urge Sy and the international officers of 
both international unions to recognize the possibility, the necessity 
of more cooperation, more joint collective bargaining contracts, the 
ever-increasing responsibility of organized labor leaders to 
recognize that today, ending the year of 1960, that the year of 1961 
may well find that what we see in foreign countries we will find in 
the United States: the ever-increasing desire of those who control 
for years employment to destroy organized labor. And so, I urge 
each and every one of you to recognize that no man can live alone. 
No union can survive in this broad internal fight. But rather, each 
one must be a brother unto the other. 


And so, I hope in the early part of the summer around in January or 


February when all these troubles are behind me I will be able to 
come and speak to you personally, to, where I can see you, to 
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where I can discuss with you the problems that I feel are the ever- 
increasing problems of organized labor. And so, good luck. And I 
hope that you have a meeting tonight that will solidify organized 
labor on the West Coast as never before. Thank you and good 
night. 


[Applause] 


Jimmy Hoffa relays to you, thanking you for the wonderful 
applause. And he means it from the bottom of his heart and he's 
sorry he cannot be here on account of the boy from Arkansas. 


[Laughter] 


Okay? Wait a minute. It's cutting us off. Okay? Now it's still on. 
Can you cut us off? You got it cut? Phone off? 


My old brothers and sisters and guests, before I introduce the 
officials of both unions — in a group, not individually — I want to 
say something to you, and I'm saying this with all sincerity. I have 
dreamt of a night like this but I never thought it would become a 
reality, that the longshoremen, warehousemen, and Teamsters 
would be under one roof with their international officers talking 
from the same platform. 


[Applause] 
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